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Anglophone School District West COUNCIL

1135 Prospect Street
Fredericton, New Brunswick
E3B 3B9
www.asdw.nbed.nb.ca

14 May 2024

Minister Bill Hogan

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
250 King Street

Fredericton, New Brunswick

E3B 5H1

References:

A. ASD-W Letter to Minister Notifying Commencement of Sustainability Study on Oromocto Area

Schools, 20 October 2023.
B. Minister EECD Letter to ASD-West DEC Acknowledging Sustainability Study, 8 December 2023.

Dear Minister Hogan:

I am writing to inform you that the District Education Council for Anglophone West School District met in
public session on May 9, 2024, to consider all required criteria pertaining to the sustainability of seven
elementary and middle schools located in the Oromocto/Burton area, referred to as “Oromocto K-8
Rationalization” on the Department’s Stable Departmental Infrastructure Priorities list (SDIP), under
Provincial Policy 409: Multi-year School Infrastructure Planning. The study was launched on October 19,
2023, as indicated in Reference A, and acknowledged by you on December 8, 2023, as indicated in
Reference B. The Council and staff followed the guidelines throughout the study, as outlined in Policy 409.

After the public presentation of the enclosed Executive Summary at the May 9 meeting, the following
motion was presented:

* Imove, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 2(1) and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that three new K-
8 schools be built in the Town of Oromocto to replace the Burton Elementary School, the
Assiniboine Avenue Elementary School, the Hubbard Elementary School, the Gesner Street
Elementary School, the Summerhill Street Elementary School, the Harold Petersen Middle School

and the Ridgeview Middle School.

Upon conclusion of all discussion, the motion was carried by a unanimous vote.



As the Council is recommending to you that three new schools be built to replace seven schools,
subsequent motions were presented regarding each school. These motions are listed below:

* I move, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 3.1 and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that the Burton
Elementary School be closed and be included in one of the three new K-8 schools to be built and
located within the Town of Oromocto once the new facility has been built.

* I move, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 3.1 and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that the
Assiniboine Avenue Elementary School be closed and be included in one of the three new K-8
schools to be built and located within the Town of Oromocto once the new facility has been built.

* Imove, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 3.1 and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that the Hubbard
Elementary School be closed and be included in one of the three new K-8 schools to be built and
located within the Town of Oromocto once the new facility has been built.

* Imove, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 3.1 and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that the Gesner
Street Elementary School be closed and be included in one of the three new K-8 schools to be
built and located within the Town of Oromocto once the new facility has been built.

* Imove, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 3.1 and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that the
Summerhill Street Elementary School be closed and be included in one of the three new K-8
schools to be built and located within the Town of Oromocto once the new facility has been built.

* I move, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 3.1 and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that the Harold
Peterson Middle School be closed and be included in one of the three new K-8 schools to be built
and located within the Town of Oromocto once the new facility has been built.

* I'move, in accordance with the Education Act, Section 3.1 and EECD Policy 409, Section 6.7.1, that
we recommend to the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development that the Ridgeview
Middle School be closed and be included in one of the three new K-8 schools to be built and
located within the Town of Oromocto once the new facility has been built.

Upon conclusion of all discussion, the motions were carried by a unanimous vote.

We acknowledge the fact that Section 6.7.4 of Provincial Policy 409 describes a need for approval of the
Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development for any closures of a school, as recommended by
a District Education Council. In compliance with Policy 409, we ask for you to review our processes and
confirm that our direction is acceptable with your administration.



Lastly, while not required at this time, the ASD-West DEC wished to put on record our recommendation
for the location of the new schools. The following motion was presented and received unanimous support

by the Council.

* | move to recommend to the Minster of Education and Early Childhood Development that the
three new K-8 schools be located within the Town of Oromocto, specifically one in Oromocto West

and two in Oromocto Proper.

Attached is a map of the proposed general location of the three new schools within the Town of Oromocto.

Please note that we endeavoured to promote a clear public understanding of the context and expectation
of the study, and consequently created a special section on the ASD-W website to house all material
related to the study. This section, titled ‘Outline of the Town of Oromocto and Burton-Area Schools 2023
Sustainability Study’ was updated regularly with all relevant documentation and information allowing the
community and stakeholders to be informed as the process unfolded. The contents of this website section
serve as the basis for our final report. All requirements for the sustainability study as described in Sections
6.4 to 6.7 of Policy 409 are found within this site and the subsequent links within the site. The following
link will take you directly to the sustainability study section, which is found on the front page of our
webhsite.

Town of Oromocto and Burton-Area Schools, 2023-2024 — Anglophone School District West (nbed.ca)

If you require any additional information, please feel free to contact myself or the Superintendent, David
McTimoney.

Sincerely,

Thomas Geburt
Chairperson District Education Council
Anglophone School District West

cc: Ryan Donaghy, Deputy Minister, EECD
Tiffany Bastin, Assistant Deputy Minister, EECD
Robert Penney, Assistant Deputy Minister, EECD
David McTimoney, Superintendent, Anglophone School District West

Attachment: 1 - Executive Summary - Oromocto K-8 Rationalization, dated 9 May 2024
2 — Map of Proposed General Areas of Three New Schools in the Town of Oromocto
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