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Thank you for the opportunity to present our thoughts on the sustainability of
Millville Elementary School. We read with some interest the Sustainability Study
presented by Anglophone School District West and are familiar with provincial
policy 409.

School Programs

Millville Elementary School is a wonderful, small, rural school providing its
students with high quality educational and enrichment opportunities and has
been a keystone in the community for over 60 years. The quality of education
and the numerous experiences students have been exposed to are second to no
school in the province of New Brunswick.

Millville Elementary School is a welcoming and vibrant place of learning, sharing,
and caring with activities such as fundraising, art, music, drama and dance, field
trips, physical activities, cultural, literacy & community events.

In addition, Millville Elementary School has had international outreach to Uganda,
Haiti, and India and has participate with students around the world in
International Walk to School, Jamie Oliver’s Food Revolution Day, Project Well
India, CHAT to the future, and Hour of Code.
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The school has been recognized on numerous occasions for its strong art, music,
drama and dance programs.




Population

The population in the village of Millville has remained constant at about 300 for
the last 20 years (Statistics Canada, Census of Canada 2001-2011). Likewise, the
student population in Millville has been about 20 school age children between the
ages of 5and 9. There is no data for Upper Hainesville, Central Hainesville, Lower
Hainesville, Nortandale, Hawkin’s Corner and Maplewood where children within
our catchment area also live. The potential student population for MES has
remained constant at 45-50 students for the past 9 years. This does not include
the children buses out of the community to take French Immersion.

Catchment Boundaries

The practice of not following catchment boundary guidelines has had a direct
impact on enrolment numbers at Millville Elementary School. This year, it also
resulted in the need for Nackawic Elementary School to hire 2 additional teachers
due to the fact that transfers in from Millville and other catchment areas brought
the classes over the allowed limits. Millville Elementary School could have easily
accommodated the additional students. Considering the fiscal restraints under
which this province is operating, why would this district allow additional
expenditures for unwarranted teacher salaries at Nackawic Elementary School?

It should be noted for the school year 2015-2016, there are 16 students in the
Millville catchment area that have been granted permission to attend other
schools. This does not include students enrolled in French Immersion. Little
effort has been made to enforce catchment boundaries. It isa common fact that
providing a false address will not be challenged.

The District slide, Enrolment Millville Elementary School, is somewhat misleading
in that the perception is that student population in the Millville catchment is in a
decline.

(Slide provided by district)



The following slide shows what the actual enrolment would look like if all
students (with the exception of French Immersion students) in the catchment
area were registered at the school.

From this slide you can see that the student population has remained relatively
stable in Millville and surrounding areas.

Student Enrolment by Catchment
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Enrolment

Enrolment is impacted by a number of external influences such as threat of school
closure, French Immersion, catchment boundaries, perceived opportunities for



more student activities and breakfast and hot lunch programs. These will be
elaborated on.

e School Closure

Some parents have said that they were reluctant to enroll their students in
Millville Elementary School because of threatened school closure. They felt the
instability was too difficult, so chose to enroll their child in another school to
minimize potential disruption to student learning.

The community of Millville is tired of dealing with the continuing threat of
school closure. This is wearing and erodes the peoples’ confidence in the
education system.

e French Immersion

Traditionally parents who wanted to their children to go into French Immersion
would send their children to Millville for grades K-5 and then have them enter late
Immersion. The impact of the threat of closure of late French Immersion (grade
6) has resulted in parents withdrawing children from Millville Elementary School
earlier than they had wanted to. Some choose not to enroll their children at all as
they did not want to have them switch schools at such a young age.

Options for entrance into Late French Immersion programs should be available to
all students. Opportunities for students to obtain the necessary prerequisite
French for entry into late immersion could include on-line programs, tutoring and
earlier introductions into Intensive French programs.

e Extra-Curricular Activities

Some parents believe there are more opportunities at a larger school. The reality
is however that an overwhelming majority of students from our catchment area
who attend other schools are not engaged in any extra-curricular activities for a
number of reasons.

Students who live out of catchment must travel home during the time that many
extracurricular activities are offered. For those who are able to stay, there are costs
involved for some of the activities, travel arrangement have to be made and due to
the large number of students, some activities are not offered to students of all ages.



Many of these same students were active in drama, choir, art, music and sports
when they attended Millville Elementary School. All students at our school, not
just an elite or select few, have been exposed to a multitude of art, music, dance,
drama and sports activities as well as many worldwide educational and social
activities and events. Every student is encouraged to take part in all activities that
are offered.

e Breakfast and Hot Lunch Programs

We would like it to be noted that up until the new set of health guidelines were
implemented, Millville Elementary School had a hot breakfast program and an
affordable and healthy hot lunch program. In order to comply with the new
regulations, pre-packaged food item had to be served. All students at Millville
Elementary School are able to have a breakfast snack consisting of cheese,
crackers, some fruit and breakfast bar options. In addition, students can order a
Subway meal once per week.

As of last month, the necessary upgrades to our kitchen were completed. Our
application for a license to prepare meals has been approved and we are in the
process of having a volunteer trained in the Safe Food Handling Course. We hope
that early in the New Year we will be up and running and able to provide a hot
lunch or breakfast option.

Provincial Assessment Results

Our Provincial assessment results clearly indicate the advantage that students
have attending Millville Elementary School. Grade 2 and grade 4 Provincial
Reading Assessment scores over the last 5 years clearly demonstrate that our
students consistently perform above district and provincial averages. Some years
Millville students exceeded the provincial average by 20%. Is it important to note
Millville Elementary School students scored substantially better than students
attending Nackawic Elementary School. Millville Elementary school averages 32%
more students than Nackawic reading at the appropriate level by the end of grade
two.



Provincial Assessment Provincial Assessment
Results

Grade 2 Reading Grade 4 Reading
Millville Elementary School Millville Elementary School

Results not available after 2011-12 due to

Results not available after 2011-12 due to

in the P system. ges in the Prova system.

October 6 , 2015

Provincial Assessment
Results

Grade 5 Numeracy Millville Elementary

Millville District Province

Elementary

2009-10

2010-11 60.8%

2011-12 63.7%

2012-13 62.9%
*2013-14 59.4%™

| Based on a 20% sample of students. p

Generally MES students in Grade 5 numeracy also exceeded district and provincial
averages.



The exceptional test scores can be said to be a result in part to the smaller class
size at Millville Elementary School. Decades of research highlight the positive
impact small classes have on student performance. The results of the National
Educational Policy Center paper, Does Class Size Matter? (Feb. 2014) clearly
supports this. One of the recommendations noted that, “Money saved today by
increasing class sizes will be offset by more substantial social and educational
costs in the future.”

Research indicates the initial benefits of small class sizes are:

-the children are taught in a ‘family like’ environment and are less likely to
misbehave

-small class sizes reduce the gap between children who attend preschool and
those who don’t and lead to improve attendance at school

students score substantially better on reading and mathematics tests

-children show higher levels of engagement and are more likely to participate in
school

-teachers spend less time on classroom management and more time on
instructing students

-students receive more individualized instruction and one-on-one or small group
help

-more lessons are taught through the use of ‘hands-on’ activities and the teacher
and students have more positive interactions. In fact, children in a class of 15
students participated 2 or 3 times more in positive interactions with their
teachers that their peers in a class of 30 students.

-their teachers are more engaged with their learning and are less likely to burn
out



Initial Benefits of Small Class Sizes

-taught in a ‘family like’ environments

-reduces effects of not attending preschool
-improved attendance

-score substantially better on reading and
mathematics tests

-higher levels of engagement

-participate more in school

-less time is spent on classroom management
-increased instruction time

-receive more individualized instruction

-more one-on-one and small group help

-more lessons are taught through ‘hands-on’
activities

-more positive teacher and student interactions
-teachers are more engaged with their students

-teachers ‘burn out’ less often

Small class sizes lead to significant gains in the early years but researchers are
finding gains later on in life as well.

-children who attend small classes are almost a full year ahead of their peers by
8t grade

-they are less likely to become pregnant as a teenager or to participate in juvenile
criminal behavior

-children who were in smaller elementary school classes are more likely to
graduate and enroll in college

-small class sizes are linked to a decrease in health care costs and children who
were in small classes live an average of 2 to 5 years longer



Benefits of Small Class Sizes Over Time

-almost a full year ahead of their peers by 8"
grade

-lower teenage pregnancy rates

-less juvenile criminal behavior

-more likely to graduate

-more likely to enroll in college

-increased savings in health care

-live on average 2 to 5 years longer

Research indicates that the benefits of small class sizes are cumulative. The more
time children spend in smaller classes the greater the improvements they will
make. To receive long-term benefits the students must spend at least 2 yearsin a
small class but children who spend four years reap the greatest benefits.

Increasing class sizes by combining Millville and Nackawic elementary aged
students could, in the long run, negatively impact the academic, social and
physical wellbeing of our rural children.

Technology

Data line upgrades were completed at Millville Elementary School within the past
5 years. Millville Elementary School now has a symmetrical 10 MB fibre-optic
connection to the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development.
This is the same as most middle and elementary schools with a population below
400 students.

All students have access to a variety of technological equipment: Smart boards,
lap tops, desk top computers, net books, wireless keyboards, document scanners,
cameras and in the near future, i-pads.

Outdoor Play Space

Students at Millville Elementary School have an impressive outdoor play space
which borders on the community Friendship Trail and includes a natural sliding
hill which is enjoyed all winter. There is also a large baseball field/soccer field.
The grounds are used by the community year round as well.



Millville Elementary School students have a stunning view as they play on natural
grounds and have frequent opportunities to interact with and observe nature.

According to Dave Mc Ginn (Globe and Mail, Nov. 12, 2012) “Advocates say that
natural playgrounds promote much more imaginative free play, foster social
interaction and cut down on bullying, and encourage... risk-taking...”. Schools
across Canada and United States are putting in what Millville Elementary School
has in spades!



Mc Ginn quotes Richard Louv who coined the phrase “nature deficit disorder”. He
cautioned that cutting children off from nature was linked to rising rates of
obesity, depression, and attention deficit disorder. Relocating our students to
Nackawic Elementary or Nackawic Middle School would deprive them of the rich
experiences and natural outdoor opportunities that they presently enjoy.

A major overhaul to the Millville Elementary School playground was completed in
the fall of 2014. Antiquated and unsafe equipment was removed to make way for
the new $31,891 outdoor basketball court. This was a huge school and
community effort that spanned almost 4 years. Students enjoy the outdoor
facility and the opportunity it provides to have outdoor gym classes for at least 6
months of the year. As well, it bears mentioning that this new facility is well used
by the community. Plans for phase 2 of the playground project were halted last
spring when the notification for a sustainability study was received.




In conclusion, our examination of the programs at Millville Elementary School
with its extensive enrichment opportunities for all students, small class size,
impressive literacy and math scores and natural outdoor play space show that
students at our school can and do receive a quality education. Given that these
advantages exist only at Millville Elementary School, the children’s greatest
opportunity to achieve academic excellence and overall school success will be if
they remain in their community school.

According to the Education Act, students have the right to be educated ... “in their
neighborhood school...”

Millville Elementary School is an exceptional neighborhood school that serves
our children well. It should remain open.



